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SUBJECT: SIGNING OF CONSULAR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GDR AND FINLAND 

1. MAJOR EAST GERMAN NEWSPAPERS REPORT SIGNATURE 
IN BERLIN ON APRIL 28, 1975, OF CONSULAR AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AND FINLAND. 

EWALD MOLDT, DEPUTY MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 
THE GDR, AND AMBASSADOR PAUL GUSTAFSSON, LEADER OF 
THE LAW DIVISION OF THE FINNISH FOREIGN MINISTRY, 

SIGNED ON BEHALF OF THEIR GOVERNMENTS. ACCORDING 

TO REPORTS, ARTICLE TWO OF THE CONSULAR AGREEMENT 
RELATES TO NATIONALITY. THE CONVENTION IS SAID 
TO BE FOUNDED UPON THE PRINCIPLE OF SOVEREIGN 
EQALITY AMONG STATES AND ON THE PRINCIPLES OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW. THE COVENTION WOULD ENTER INTO 
FORCE 30 DAYS AFTER THE EXCHANGE OF RATIFICATIONS IN 
HELSINKI. 

2. COMMENT. FINLAND'S AGREEMENT TO CONCLUDE A 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 05640 301902Z 

CONSULAR CONVENTION WITH THE GDR COULD CONCEIVABLY 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



LEAD TO PRESSURE ON OTHER SCANDIV AVIAN COUNTRIES TO 
DO THE SAME. IN A CONVERSATION WITH THE FINNISH DCM 
APRIL 29, HE SAID THAT THE MATTER OF NATIONALITY IS 
COVERED IN THE SAME WAY IN THE FINNISH-GDR CONVENTION 
AS IT WAS IN THE AUSTRIAN-GDR CONVENTION, I.E, 

EACH STATE ACCEPTS THE OTHER S DEFINITION OF WHO IS A 
CITIZEN OF THAT STATE. WHEN ASKED WHETHER THE FINNS 
EXPECTED MANY CASES OF DUAL NATIONALITY, THE FINNISH 
DCM RESPONDED THAT THEY WERE NOT AWARE OF ANY AT THE 
PPRESENT TIME BUT THAT THEY LEFT THE MATTER OPEN IN THE 
CONVENTION FOR MUTUAL DECISION SHOULD SUCH CASES ARISE. 
THE FINNISH DCM ALSO STATED THAT THEY WERE UNDER VERY 
STRONG PRESSUE FROM THE GDR OFFICIALS TO ACCEPT THE 
CLAUSE ON NATIONALITY AND THAT, GIVEN THE AUSTRIAN 
PRECEDENT, THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT DID NOT FEEL IN A 
POSITION TO REJECT THE GDR PROPOSAL. THE EMBASSY IS 
ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN THE TEXT OF ARTICLE TWO RELATING 
TO NATIONALITY AND WILL TRANSMIT WHEN AVAILABLE. GROVE 
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